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.11 May 198

Letters to th‘e Editor

Support for Adm:ral Inman

Your Aprll 23 editorial concerning Ad-
miral B, R. Inman’s resignation as Deputy
Director of Central Inte!hgence pmmpts
. several copfiments. * - .

First,.you suggest-that Admirat Inman.

oncé' Director: of.: thex National- Security -~-ligencé post is an important one, A-Presi

. Agency, was hardly a leading" protector of -.
~civil  liberties. . Without " the - Admiral's
 strong  support,” the" Foreign - Intelligence - -
Surveillance Act, the statute regulating the .-
approval: of natlona.l security -wiretaps,
would’ not fiow. be.law.. Further, the strong
procedures which now.govern all U.S. gov- *
ent signals ingelligence activities are

t-testament to Admiral Inman’s rec- .
'community must do is provide independent’

/ognmon that: protecting. legitmate privacy

does: not harm te!ugence missions “but -
rather keeps- them free of dangerous and

. unnecessary dt

"You further s'uggest that. agaln as Dl— -

fgnored Soviet ptions. That does a-seri-"
ous disservice tp the:good name-of this na-

: rector of NSA, ft iral Inman somehow™

tion's finest professional intelligence offi-

.. cer. Every action taken by him during the -

lifetime of thefPermanent Select Commit-

.tee on Inteiligenceisuggests rather that -
clearheaded- and" ofttimes forward-looking

recognition of problems has been the Ad-

. miral's trademark. p .. - RS

" sional, ‘Admiral’ Inman would not have "™

Finally, you suggm that. 28’ profes- .

" qualified for the past of Director of Central

’ Intemgencebeause Tsonal loyal to the
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= analyses “That is a nonpartisin function.’
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President is the final test for thls polltncal
appointmem.

The:post is a pohtical one.. Its incum-
bent serves at the pleasure- of the Presi-
- dent:'That is as it should be: The top intel-

- dent.should always have the ability to et-]
fect ‘a :change in intelligence . policy or]
organizatlonal structure. But the chief loy-
“alty -that.a DCI shonld’ have is not to'the
:” political survival of the President, but to
* the' truth.. The. Secretaries of State or De=:
. fense, whom everyone recognizes to be po-

. litical figures; can elucidate a Presldents
" policies, What the DCI and the intelligence,

~Jhe nation can accept or reject a Presi-
; dent’s foreign policy but it must depend on
the accuracy and impartiality of the intelli-
gem:e ‘which exists to support policy.
- Our ast - three Presidents have ap—
poimed DCIs whose terms were or seem-
_likely to be coincident with theirs, Thatis a.
~ departure from previous practice and an
unfortunate one. I hope that future Presi-:
dents do not pass over outstanding profes--
sionals like Admiral Inman. His klnd are

" greatly needed by this nauqn DR
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